Hyden 53.2km |
Section 1 (Site | - Site 2)

HYDEN/WAVE ROCK - STATE BARRIER FENCE

Seclion fength:  53.2 km

Driving time: 40 to 50 minutes

Site time: Wave Rock 2 - 4 hours; Fence 15 minutes
Road surface:  Sealed for western 32 km, then gravel
Site focation:  Wave Rack - large tourist facility

Barrier Fence — parking bay north side of road

Section Description

This section is unique along the Trail in that it passes through farmland
for its entire length. Wave Rock, some 4 km east of Hyden, is a major
attraction, and it is well worth allowing time to walk the new Wave
Rock Walk Circuit (3.6 km) — in addition to visiting the rock itself. The
land east of Hyden is primarily used for wheat farming. Landcare is a
rapidly growing activity, with signs of salinity already quite evident.

Rolling north-south ridges dominate the topography of this section,
giving a series of long views across broad ‘valleys'. Most of the road
reserve is comparatively wide, providing an important natural ‘corridor’
for plants, birds and wildlife.

Norseman 236.2km

Norseman 242.3
Section 2 (Site 2 - Site 3)

STATE BARRIER FENCE - HOLLAND TRACK

Section length: 4.8 km

Driving time: 510 10 minutes

Site time: Fence 15 minutes; Holland Track 15 minutes
Road surface:  Gravel, generally good condition

Site location Barrier Fence - parking bay north side of road
Holland Track - parking bay north side of road: Holland
Track crosses from south-west to north-east

Section Description

Wide horizons and expansive views are the hallmark of this very short
section through low sandy heathland. If you are travelling westward,
Bushfire Rock and the agricultural areas are clearly visible ahead and
to the south-west. Though this landscape may look barren it is in fact
extraordinarily rich in species diversity.

In spring (August - Octaber) this country is a kaleidoscope of col-
ours, with a staggering array of wildflowers competing for
attention. The soft sand that supports this floral extravaganza is
obvious along the road verges

Norseman 189.7km

Hyden 65.1km
Section 3 (Site 3 - Site 4)

HOLLAND TRACK - FORRESTANIA PLOTS

Section fength: 7.1 km

Hyden 111.6km
Section 4 (Site 4 - Site 5)

FORRESTANIA PLOTS - SHIRE BOUNDARY

Section length:  46.5 km

Driving time: 5 to 10 minutes Driving lime: 30 1o 45 minutes

Site time Holland Track 15 minutes; Forrestania 30 minutes Site time: Forrestania 30 minutes; Boundary 15 minutes

Road surface:  Gravel, generally good condition Road surface:  Gravel, condition can be variable

Site focation:  Holland Track - parking bay north side of road: Holland Track Site focation:  Forrestania - entrance track on south side of road, parking

crosses from south-west to north-east
Forrestania - entrance track on south side of road, parking

50 m, under trees near shed
Boundary - parking bay north side of road, just east of

50 m, under trees near shed

Section Description

This is a short section passing through low sandy heathland, with ex-
pansive views . The flame grevillea which makes an avenue along parts
of the road is the tallest plant growing in this section, and one has to
search far and wide for anything remotely resembling a tree.

Shire boundary

Section Description

The western part of this section passes across a ‘greenstone belt’

- an area of mineralisation that supports both nickel and gold
mines. A variety of mine-related infrastructure is visible from the
road. Lake Cronin, some 3 km north of the Forrestania cross-roads,
Is an ephemeral fresh water lake, but is difficult to access. East of
the cross-roads. topography alternates between eucalypt woodland,
mallee scrub and sandy heath, indicating changing soil types.

If you are travelling westward you may catch your first glimpse of the
agricultural areas to the south-west and then due west. After hundreds of
kilometres driving through relatively untouched natural landscapes this
crisp boundary is a visually arresting image.

Fire! Fire!

In a vast expanse of natural country like this wildfires are inevitable Many - perhaps most — are started by Lightning. Others have been started
along roads or tracks. and around mining and other mechanised operations Given the relative remoleness ;n‘ this country fires are often left to burn
themselves out. The result is some huge scars', with substantial areas being burnt out One fire in 2003 spread over some 400,000 hectares inland
from Ravur_rs!h::rpr, while another a year earlier burnt 100 000 hectares east of the Lake lofnston Nickel Operations I -

- While fire impacts can be extensive oul here they can also be quite patchy Fire doesn't always burn on a single hot front - winds vary. as do day and
night time temperatures, resulling in a mosaic effect which aids regeneration. Specific plants ‘colonise’ burnt areas first, paving the way fa'n.r others that are
slower off the mark Some (particula rly certain eucalypts) regenerate in astonishing densties. ranging into the hundreds of thousands .p(.’r hectare These
aradually thin down to 30 ~ 40,000 per hectare in Whip stick” stands and finally to mature open woodlands — providing they are not burnt again!




N 2aSkm i8ite 6) Norseman 176.8km

Section 5 (Site 5 - Site 6)

SHIRE BOUNDARY - GREVILLEA HILL GREVILLEA HILL - THE BREAKAWAYS |

Section fength;  12.9 km

Driving time 10 10 15 minutes

Stte time. Boundary 15 minutes; Grevillea Hill 30 minutes
Road surface:  Gravel, generally good condition

Boundary - parking bay north side of road, just east of
Shire boundary
Grevillea Hill - parking bay on south side of road, on ridge crest

Section Description

The Trail east of the Shire Boundary is characterised by a series of

low rolling ridges running generally north ~ south, producing wide
almost-flat valleys and long views from crest to crest. Indeed, wide
horizons abound throughout this section, which is dominated by sandy
heathland with few plants more than knee-high — other than the now-
familiar flame grevillea along the road verges. Both honey possums
and pigmy possums are likely to be found in this country. Bush turkeys
have been seen along this section of the Trail, as have dingos, belying
the impression that such ‘stunted’ vegetation must be ‘barren’,

Site location:

 Hyden 136.6km (5i:c 7)

Norseaman 164.7km

Seclion 6 (Site 6 - Site 7)

Section length:  12.1 km

Driving time: 10 to 15 minutes

Site lime: Grevillea Hill 30 minutes; Breakaways 2 hours

Road surface:  Gravel, generally good condition

Site location;  Grevillea Hill - parking bay on south side of road, on ridge crest

Breakaways ~ access Irack on south side leads 400 m to fool
of breakaways; great picnic spot or ovemnight camping area

Section Description

This section marks the commencement of a significant transition,
from the vast sandy heathland further west, through mallee woodland
to a more eucalypt-dominated landscape further east. Patches of
heath still occur further east, but they now become the subordinate
landscape type. Fire scarring is quite evident, especially in mallee
country, and The Breakaways themselves are well worth exploring

~ but please use care and caution as this is both a fragile and
potentially dangerous environment. Take care near clilf edges!

Hyden 159.9km
Section 7 (Site 7 - Site 8)

THE BREAKAWAYS - EMILY ANN

Section length:  23.3 km

Driving time: 15 to 20 minutes

Site time: Breakaways 2 hours; Emily Ann 20 minutes.

Road surface:  Gravel, generally good condition

Site location:  Breakaways - access track on south side leads 400 m
to foot of breakaways; greal picnic spot or overnight
camping area
Emily Ann - parking bay on north side of road, Just east of
mine access road

Section Description

The transition begun in the section immediately to the west continues
to take place between the Breakaways and Emily Ann. The growing
dominance of eucalypt woodland is particularly evident east of the
Banker ~ Mt Day Rd. This is in part due to the presence of another
significant ‘greenstone belt’, an area of mineralisation that hosts both
nickel (and gold) deposits and a range of particular eucalypl species.

Of interest to those travelling east to west is the growing incidence of
sandy heathlands, the appearance of various hakea species (absent
further east) and the increasing presence of the tall spindly flame
grevillea along the verges

Norseman 141.4km

Hyden 191.9km Norseman 84.4km *

Section 8 (Site 8 - Site 9)

EMILY ANN - MCDERMID ROCK

Section length; 32,0 km

Driving time: 20 to 25 minutes

Site time. Emily Ann 20 minutes; McDermid Rock 2 hours

Road surface:  Gravel, condition can be variable

Site location:  Emily Ann — parking bay on north side of road, just west of

mine camp road
McDermid Rock - access track on north side, leads 1.5 km to
parking with picnic & toilet facilities; walk trail on rock

Section Description

While vegetation still varies through this section, the landscape is
now clearly dominated by eucalypt woodland. Even the nature of the
Interspersing patches of scrub has changed, from the ‘kwongan' heath
further west to a taller, denser ‘tammar’ scrub. Scarring from a major
fire in late 2002 is clearly visible in the western half of the section

The impact of various wildfires is clearly evident at a number of points
along the Trail. In the case of more recent fires the visual impact is
still strong. Where fires have occurred some years ago the processes
of regeneration are readily seen. Similarly, the absence of fire for

an extended period manifests itself in identifiably patterns in the
landscape

)




Secuon 9 151199 Site |0}

MCDERMID ROCK - LAKE JOHNSTON

Section length: 5.3 km

Driving time 510 10 minutes

Site time. McDermid Rock 2 hours, Lake Johnston 45 minutes

Road surface;  Gravel, winding - beware sharp corners

Site location McDermid Rock — access track on north side, leads 1.5 km

to parking with picnic & toilet facilities; walk lrail on rock
Lake Johnston - access track south side of road, picnic area
on edge of lake, camping area off track to the right

Section Description

This very short section features some of the oldest and loveliest
woodland along the Trail, especially between the Victoria Rocks Road
and McDermid Rock. The eastern half of the section is dominated by
the various pans that make up Lake Johnston, with a number of lovely
views opening up along the way

The track south to Knapp Rock and Scamp Rack (near the western
shore of Lake Johnston) can be found just west of the Victoria Rocks
Road. The remains of the rudimentary house built by would-be
pastoralist J.0. Magee can be found near Knapp Rock, approximafely
7 km down this track

o —

- Norseman 84.4km

Section Il :sue 11 - Site 12)

16.8 km

15 1o 20 minutes

Viewpoint 15 minutes; Disappoiniment Rock 2 hours
Gravel, generally good condition

parking bay on south side of road, al

Section fength
Oriving time
Site time
Road surface
Site focation Lake Viewpoint
sweeping bend
Disappointment Rock - access lrack south side of road leads
400 metres to parking area with picnic and toilet facilities
walk trail on rock

Section Description

Perhaps the most remarkable landscape 1n this section is the open

'savannah’ around and immediately east of the Lake Viewpoint This
grades fo open mature woodland and then 1o umq!t’wwvlv de n«-w ‘ml

LAKE VIEWPOINT - DISAPPOINTMENT ROCK

SECIIOH 10 (Site 10 =Site 11)

LAKE JOHNSTON - LAKE VIEWPOINT

Section fength; 2.9 km

Driving time: 5 to 10 minutes

Site time Lake Johnston 45 minutes; Lake Viewpoint 15 minutes
Road surface:  Gravel, winding, generally good condition

Site focation Lake Johnston - access track south side of road, picnic

area on edge of lake, camping area off track to the right
Lake Viewpoint — parking bay on south side of road, at
sweeping bend

Section Description

Lake Johnson is the key feature on this short section, with the major
pan stretching far into the distance on the south side of the road. To
the east of the lake a large ‘dune’ or ‘lunette’ has developed, buill
of countless grains of salt and sand blown off the lake surface by
prevailing westerly winds

North of the road, particularly close to the Viewpoint, there is a
spectacular open woodland of mature salmon gum and gimlet, with
a soft grey saltbush understorey. Saltbush is a common understorey
plant in woodlands in the Goldfields area, but is not so widespread
along this Trail.

- Hyden 2568.3km ] " Norseman 45.0km

Section 12 (Site 12 - Site 13)

serman 101.2km

1
J

DISAPPOINTMENT ROCK - WOODLANDS |

39 4 km

25 to 30 minutes

Disappointment Rock 2 hours; Woodlands 1 hour

Gravel, generally good condition

Disappointment Rock - access track south side of road leads
400 metres to parking area with picnic and loilet facilities;
walk trail on rock

Woodlands - access frack south side of road leads 100
melres fo parking & picnic area

Section length:
Driving time
Site time
Road surface
Site location

Section Descriplion

“Transition’ is the key word in this section - nowhere else on the Trail is the
ever-changing mosaic of this landscape more evident than in this 40 km
stretch. Not only are there a number of ‘gross’ changes from woodland to
mallee scrub and sandy shrublands, but there are also more sublle variations
in the eucalypt woodlands as the dominant species changes. These soil
driven transitions are fascinating to explore

The other major feature is the glorious mature salmon gum woodland
around the Woodlands site. Allow plenty of time to take in the rich glowing
colours and the variety and size of the burls (the wart-like swellings on
many lree trunks)

|
|
{




Disappointment Rock Walk Trail (1892 m).

McDermid Rock Walk Trail (1271 m)

Passtolhemhto!sMhWenImem(m
and climb the slope towards the summit. Note paralle! ‘tram lines
onsiomtuﬂum

On crest ridge turn left and walk 30 metres to the trig point at the
summit (#4)

n Angle right vauemdsmwmmphuum

and cross al base
of ‘wave’ lo bright pegmatite dyke (#11) running across trail and
up face of rock

125 b\blknorﬂ:almbwplathrm paailoltostdpoiwnmlm to
snap-shot in time" (#13)

18 Climb a few metres to high point of domie and lone sandalwood
tree (#15)

Tumm.mmnotwpmunamwm
beside parallel tram-lines (#17)

Reach rock dam, tum left and descend to trail-head




‘Hyden 286.5km - Norseman 11.Bkm

Section 13 (Site 13 - Site 14)

WOODLANDS - GEMFIELDS

Section length:  33.2 km

Driving time: 20 1o 25 minutes

Site lime. Woodlands 1 hour, Gemfields 30 minutes
Road surface:  Gravel, generally good condition

WU AUV W 0 g,

Road conditions

Though the Trail is mostly gravel, it is generally suitable for all vehicles,
including those towing caravans, providing a suitable safe speed is
maintained. However rain can cause the road to be closed - for up lo
date information, check with local Shire Councils (see back page)

Site localion:  Woodlands — access track south side of road leads 100 Drive safely
metres to parking & picnic area , * Watch for wildlife, especially at dawn and dusk;
Gemlields - access track north side of road leads directly into * Look well ahead for possible trouble spots, and for dust indicating an
parking area approaching vehicle;
o * Take a break regularly;
Section Desc np[lon * Take care approaching and overtaking road-trains;

* Slow down on corrugated sections and always drive at a speed

- il-dri riation in eucalyp!t : i
For those with an eye to the subtle soil-driven varial ) suited to the prevailing conditions.

species this is a fascinating section The topography in the eastlem
portion is dominated by rolling rocky hills which support a particular set Bepmvarsd

of eucalypts (see Section Descrinliqn, Section 14), \\_mile turlher_ west i o oty WY ARSI Kbl et ol s
species such as salmon gum and gimlet are more gvident, growing on the

* Set off with enough fuel to cover af least 400 km
deeper loamy soils . . E you breakldown STAY WITH YOUR VEHICLE
. ' . | * For more information about outback travel visit the Tread Lightl
indeed. this variation can be seen in the hills and valleys in the 10 km to _ I website: www.treadlightlyaustralia.comau gntly

the west of Gemfields — look for the changing bark colour and lexture. The

effect of fire is also clearly evident, in a number of stands of same-age _

same-size eucalyps. l
1

Hyden 293.8km Norseman 7.5km Hyden 301.3km Norseman Okm

Section 14 (Site 14 - Site 15) Section 15 (Site 15 - Site 16)
GEMFIELDS - LAKE COWAN LOOKOUT LAKE COWAN LOOKOUT - WOODLANDS WALK

Section length: 4.3 km Section length. 7.5 km

Driving lime. 510 10 minutes Driving fime. 5o 10 minutes

Site time Gemfields 30 minutes; Lake Cowan 45 minutes Site time Lake Cowan 45 minutes; Woodlands Walk 1 hour

Road surface:  Gravel, many crests, some sharp corners Gravel, then bitumen through Norseman

Site ocation:  Gemfields — access Irack north side of road leads directly Lake Cowan - access track north side of road leads 100 m to

into parking area parking and picnic area on stony ridge with great views over lake
Lake Cowan - access track north side of road leads 100 Woodlands Walk - parking area is just off ‘Scenic Drive'
melres to parking and picnic area on stony ridge with great (Battery Road) on eastern outskirts of Norseman

views over lake . .
Section Description

Road surface
Site location.

Section Description

Perhaps the most obvious feature of this short section is the series of
stony north-south ridges that create a rolling topography with constrained
horizons and unique vegetation types. There is little doubt that this country
would have been of greal interest to early prospectors, and numerous old
mine shafts bear witness to their investigations.

This mineralisation supports four major eucalypt species primarily found
in the rocky hills around Norseman - lesouelii, dundasii, brockway/ and
lorquata. Another feature is the heavy dull green mid-storey of boree or
Goldtields tea-tree (Melaleuca pauperifiora)

The spectacular drive across the Lake Cowan causeway is the highlight of
this short section - regardless of whether the lake happens to contain water
or not. The gold mines east of town and the gypsum mine at the south end
of the lake are both visible. Be sure to go through Norseman to complete
the Trail at the Woodlands Walk!




Pastoralism and people

Faiwiry Low

Midua 51 |

While in Norseman “stop, stay and explore™:

& Discover the Beacon Hill Walk Trall and Federation Lookout
& Drive the Dundas Coach Road Heritage Trail (50km)
& Walk the Woodlands Walk, and visit “Hardy Norseman”

In and around Hyden:
& Visit Mulka's Cave, The Humps, King Rocks and Graham Rock

in addition to Wave Rock, of course!)
&  Enjoy the Lace Place, the Wildlife Park, the Wildfiower Shop and other

attractions at Wave Rock
&  See the “PeopleScape” sculptures in the main street

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION

Shire of Dundas 08 9039 1205

ondinin 18 9889 1006

039 1071

The Granite
and Woodlands
Discovery Trail

*  Make a special outing of it: 2 days from Hyden to Norseman and
return, or 3 to 4 days from Perth to Norseman and back again;

*  Combine it with a trip to Kalgoorlie — and explore the Golden
Quest Discovery Trail in the northern Goldfields and the Golden
Pipeline Heritage Trail on your way back to Perth;

«  Use the Trail as your route to or from the Eastern States;

*  Or take a circular tour from Perth and include the south west and
Esperance too!
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